


TRUNG TAM BAO TON DI TICH VA DANH THANG QUANG TRI 


CHIEJV TffMG 

Dl^i\G 9 - KHE SAAH 1968 

HIQHWfiY 9 - KHE SflNH VICTORY 1968 


NIIA XU AT BAN THUAN HOA - 2010 


Leri m& dau 


Trong lich sir cuoc khang chien chong My, ciru nuac 
cua dan toe ta, chien thang Duong 9 - Khe Sanh (Huang Hoa 

^ 9 

- Qudng Trj) xuan he 1968 co motynghia het sue quart trong . 
Thang lai nay da tao ra mot buac phat trien mai cho each 
mang mien Nam. 

Chien thang Mat tran Duang 9 - Khe Sanh gop phan 
lam phd san chien lucre "Chien tranh cue bo’\ danh dau su 

T9 9 r \ 

be tdc cua My - Nguy trong the phong ngu chien lucre, dong 
thai the hien ro trinh do phdt trien cao ciia qudn giai phong 

1 9 9 \ 

ve chi dao chien luac, chien thuat\ hop dong binh chung chat 
che, co hien qua. Vai thang lai nay, qudn vd dan ta da lam 
nen su tich phi thuang la ddnh bai mot luc luang don tru 

r j ^ 

tinh nhite , cd sic ho tra toi da cua bo may qudn su khong Id 
vd phuang tien chien tranh hien dai hang dau the giai luc 
bay gia. Trong chien dich Duang 9 - Khe Sanh, qudn vd dan 
Quang Trj, trong do cd luc luang vu trang vd dong bao cac 

9 ft 

dan toe huyen Huang Hoa da dodn ket chat che y chien dau 
dung cam cimg vai luc luang qudn doi chinh quygidnh chien 
thang oanh liet. 

Nhdm giup cho ban doc hieu them ve mdnh ddt,‘ con 
ngicdi vd nhitng chien cong vang doi cua qudn vd dan ta trong 
thai diem lich sic hdo hung nam 1968, Tntng tdm Bao ton Di 
tich vd Danh thang tinh Qudng Trj tai ban an phdm Chien 
thang flirting 9 - Khe Sanh 1968. An phdm da duac chinh 
sica , song khong tranh khoi nhitng thieu sot, kinh mong ban 
doc gdpy de lan tai ban sail duac hoan thien han. 

Trang tarn Bao ton Di tich va Danh thang Qudng Trj 





PREFACE 

In the history of our resistance war against American, 
the vic tory of Highway 9 - Khe Sanh (Huong Hoa - Qaang 
Tri) in spring summer 1968 played an important role. This 
victory created a new evolution for the revolution in the South. 

The victory in Highway 9 - Khe Sanh front destroyed 
the “localization war strategy”, marked the deadlock in 
strategic defensive of American- South Vietnamese Army, and 
at the sametime showed a high development of Liberation 
Army in strategic and tactical guidances, close and effective 
coordination of different armed forces. With this victory, our 
people and army made an extraordinary story of defeating 
an elite and local based forces under a maximum support 
of the most giant armed apparatus and war modern 
equipments in the world at that time. In highway 9 - Khe 
Sanh campaign, people and army of Quang Tri , including 
armedforces and ethnic people groups of Huong Hoa district, 
unified, and bravely fought together with the regular forces to 
gain the glorious victory. 

In order to help readers to learn more about the land, the 
people and the glorious armed feats of our people and army in the 
historical period of 1968, Quang Tri Reservation Center 
of relics and high interest sights re-published the booklet; 
" Highway 9 - Khe Sanh victory 1968 ”. The publication has 
been revised[ however it might not avoid shortcomings still, 
its respectfully requested the readers comment for better 
republication performance. 

Quang Tri Reservation Center 
of relics and high interest sights 
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KHE SANH - HUONG HOATRONG 

DONG CHAV CUALICH SU' DAN TOC 

« * 


Huong Hoa la manh dat cua ngo mien tay Quang Tri. 

Tir bao tlbi nay Duong 9 - Khe Sanh noi ricng va Huong Hoa 

noi chung la phcn dau, dia ban quan trong trong su nghiep 

dau tranh giai phong dan toe. Day con la cau noi giira Viet 

/ / 

Nam vbi nuoc ban Lao trong hai cuoe khang chien chong 
thirc dan Phap, de quoc My cung nhu trong giao luu kinh te, 
van hoa. 

Theo su sach dc lai, manh dat Huong Hoa co coi rc tir 
lau ddi. Sach O Chau can luc cua Duong Van An nam 1553 
da de cap den rung Vien Kieu, rung Cao Tuyen (tuc vung 
Huong Hoa ngay nay) voi nhirng san vat, che do thue khoa 
va viec luu thong buon ban vbi cac tieu vuong quoc phia Tay. 
Trieu dinh nha Nguyen trong qua trinh cai tri dat nuoc da chu 
y den Khe Sanh - Huong Hoa. Nam Minh Mang thu 3 (1822), 
lay 4 sach Vien Kieu, Tam Litih, Lang Tong va Lang Lien dat 
lam chau Huong Hoa. Nam 1827, chau Huong Hoa mb rong 
den 15 tong. Nam 1834, chau Huong Hoa doi thanh huyen 
Huong Hoa. Nam Tu Due thii 3 (1850), huyen Huong Hoa 
doi lam huyen Thanh Hoa. Nam 1886, thuc dan Phap chiem 
dong Quang Tri, cat 9 chau cua huyen Thanh Hoa sat nhap 
vao tinh Savanakhet (Lao), con lai 9 tong la: Lang Thuan, 
Lang Ha, Vien Kieu, Tam Thanh, Lang Lien, La Miet, Tam 

A ■> 

Linh, O Giang va A Nhi lap thanh huyen Huong Hoa cho mai 
/ 

den bay gib. 

Huong Hoa la mot trong nhumg dia ban cu tru tuong 
doi sbm cua ngubi nguyen thuy tren dat nuoc ta. 6 Khe Sanh, 
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KHE SANH - HUONG HOA IN THE HISTORY 
CURRENT OF THE COUNTRY 


Huong Hoa is a gateway in the west of Quang Tri. 
Since its establishment, Huong Hoa district in general and 
highway 9 - Khe Sanh in particular are always seen as a 
wattle-fence and an important area in the fight for national 
liberation movement. This is a bridge connecting Vietnam 
and Laos in two resistance wars against French colonialism 
and American imperialism as well as in cultural, economic 
intercommunication. 

In history, Huong Hoa land has a long background. 
The book “O Chau record" written by Duong Van An in 
1553 had mentioned about Vien Kieu and Cao Tuyen forests 
(Huong Hoa nowadays) with their products, taxes regime and 
commercial exchange activities with a number of countries 
in the west. During its crown, Nguyen dynasty paid lots of 
attention to Khe Sanh - Huong Hoa as well. In the third year of 
Minh Mang (1822), four villages (Vien Kieu, Tam Linh, Lang 
Tong and Lang Lien) were named Huong Hoa shire - town. 
Until in the eighth year of Minh Mang (1827) the shire - town 
had 15 cantons. In 1834, it turned into Huong Hoa district and 
it was turned into Thanh Hoa district in the third year of Tu ■ 
Due (1850). In 1886, French colonialism remained 9 cantons: 
Lang Thuan, Lang Ha, Vien Kieu, Tam Thanh, Lang Lien, La 
Miet, Tam Linh, O Giang and A Nhi had formed Huong Hoa 
district until now. 

Huong Hoa was one of the earliest residential 
areas of primitive people in our country. In. Khe Sanh, 
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Huang Lap, ATuc, A Dai... cac nha khao co hoc deu tim thay 
nhung chiec riu, bon da (cong cu lao dong chinh cua ngudi 
nguyen thuy). Chu nhan cua vimg dat nay trudc day chu yeu 
co cac dan toe Van Kieu va Pa Co. Ca mot thcri gian dai, dan 
toe ta bi dam chim trong ach no le cua thuc dan, phong kien. 
Dong bao cac dan toe d day da phai chju dung cuoc song vo 
cung cyrc kho, cam khong dii an, ao khong du mac, dau om, 
benh tat khong co thuoc chira tri, lai bj bao nhieu hu tuc tap 
quan lac hau de nang, Tu' dau the ky XX den nam 1930, thuc 
dan Phap da xay dung con duong so 9 khai thong hai tinh 
Quang Tri - Savanakhet (Lao), xay dung nha tu Lao Bao va 

r \ r y \ \ 

he thong don bot, cac don dien trong ca phe, ba. Khong chiu 
su de nett boc lot cua thuc dan Phap va bon tay sai, dong bao 
cac dan toe Huang Hoa da noi day khai nghTa. 

Tir khi co su lanh dao cua Dang Cong sail Viet Nam 
va Bac Ho, dong bao cac dan toe Huong Hoa da cung nhau 
doan ket chong ke thu chung va xay dung cuoc song mai. Doi 
ngheo va bi ap buc boc lot da tac dong manh me, khai day tinh 
than doan ket, long yeu nuac va chi cam thu giac cua dong 
bao cac dan toe Huong Hoa. Phong trao dau tranh each mang 
a Huang Hoa nhanh chong phat tricn. Chi bo Dang Cong san 
dau tien ra dai nam 1941 do dong chi Le Hanh to chuc, la 
tien than cua Dang bo Huong Hoa. Ngay 25-8-1945, chinh 
quyen each mang huyen Huong Hoa dugc thanh lap. Dang bo 
Huong Hoa da lanh dao nhan dan trong trong toan huyen thuc 
hien cac chu truang, duemg loi cua Dang, bao ve nen doc lap, 
phat dong phong trao tang gia san xuat, chong nan mil chu, 
to chuc tong tuyen cir, thuc hien can, kiem, liem, chinh, bai 
tru hu tuc. Trong 9 nam khang chien chong Phap, Dang bo va 
nhan dan Huang Hoa da tich cue dong gop sue nguai, sue cua, 
gop phan dua cupc khang chien di den thang loi. 
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Huong Lap, ATuc, Khe Doi, etc, the archaeologists had found 
stone axes and stone bolts (main labour tools of primitive 
people). In the early time, dwellers here were mainly Van 
Kieu and Pa Co peoples. During a long period under the 
feudal and colonialist’s yoke of slavery, people had to endure a 
miserable life, lacked of food, clothes, medical treatments, 
and burdened with many backward customs. From the 
beginning of XX century to 1930, French colonialists had 
constructed highway 9 toconnect two provinces of QuangTri and 
Savanakhet (Laos), Lao Bao prison and sets of cordons, 
coffee and avocado plantations. Not standing with the 
oppression and exploitation of the colonialists and their 
lackeys, ethnic people groups in Huong Hoa had uprise for 
their liberation. 

Under leadership of Vietnam Communist Party and 
Uncle Ho, ethnic people groups in Huong Hoa had unified 
to fight common enemy and rebuild a new life. The fact 
living in poverty and hunger, living under oppression 
and heavy exploitation in the past had created a spirit of 
solidarity, patriotism and enemy hatred of ethnic 
people groups in Huong Hoa. The revolution movement in 
Huong Hoa developed very quickly. The first communist cell 
established in 1941 by Mr. Le Hanh was the precursor of 
Huong Hoa Party. In August 25, 1945 the revolution 
government of Huong Hoa was established. Under Huong 
Hoa Party leadership, people in the district had followed 
the instructions and principles of the Party, protected the 
independence, launched an intensive production movement, 
fought against illiteracy, held general election, implemented 
the tasks of hard-working, thrift, integrity, truthfulness, and 
eliminated backward customs. During 9 years of resistance 
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Sau khi Hiep djnh Gia-ne-va duge ky ket (20-7-1954), 

_ V 

Huang Hoa cung vdi tinh Quang Tri trd thanh vung dia dau 

S r \ r 

cua mien Nam tiep giap vai mien Bac xa hoi chu nghTa va 
vung giai phong Ha Lao. Xac dinh Huang Hoa la cvra ngo 

r r / 

cua hanh lang chien luge ca nude, co con dudng so 9 la huyet 
mach giao thong, My - nguy da tap trung a day mot luc Urong 
quail svr kha lan, cung vai bo may nguy quyen hong bicn 
manh dat nay thanh vanh dai trang, ngan chan luc luong each 

v y 

mang tu mien Bac vao hoac tu Lao sang. My da xay dung 
don bot, cu di^m chay suot chieu dai huyen Huang Hoa, nem 

/ r w 

bom, rai chat doc hoa hoc huy diet cay coi, su song con ngudi. 

De quoc My co lap mot “tuyen lua” doc dudng 9 nham ngan 

each hau phuang vdi ticn tuyen cua ta. Hudng ung ldi keu 
\ / 

goi cua Chu tich Ho Chi Minh, dudi su lanh dao true tiep cua 
Dang bo huyen, quan dan Hudng Hoa da doan ket mot long 
cung vdi bo doi chu luc, bo doi dia phuang tinh Quang Tri 
tien cong, bien dudng 9 thanh “mo chon giac My” xam luge. 

/ * f r 

Cuoc chien dau tieu bieu nhat cua quan va dan Hudng Hoa 
trong giai doan ket thuc chien tranh la chien thang Khe Sanh 
ngay 9-7-1968. 

KHK SANH - “MOT DlfcN BIEN PHIJ THE HAI” 

♦ 4 

Khe Sanh nam tren mot cao nguyen dat do Bazan, la 
huyen ly cua huyen Hudng Hoa, nai co Quoc 16 9 chay ngang 
qua va each bien gidi Viet - Lao (Cua khau Lao Bao) khoang 
20km ve phia Dong. Khi cuoc chien tranh each mang d mien 
Nam phat trien manh, gidi quan su My phat hien ra vi tri quan 
trong cua Khe Sanh vi no nam an ngu tren dudng 9 - con 
dudng chien luge d cue bac mien Nam Viet Nam, con dudng 
din sang Lao va dan tdi dudng mon Ho Chi Minh. Nam 1964, 
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war against the French, Communist Party and people of 
Huong Hoa actively contributed human and material 
resources to the fight and its final glorious victory. 

After the Geneva Agreement, from July 20,1954 
Huong Hoa district and Quang Tri province became the 
border area of the South adjacent with the socialist North 
and Ha Lao liberation area. Seeing Iluong Hoa as a strategic 
gateway of the country with an important communication 
route of highway 9, the American and their lackeys deployed 
here with a big armed forces and together with the South 
Vietnamese government administration they intended to turn 
this land into a white belt (no man’s land) to stop revolution 
forces from the North and Laos. The American built posts 
and bases running through Huong Hoa district bombed and 
sprayed chemicals, herbicides for mass extermination. 
American imperialists tried to establish a “fire line” along 
highway 9 to separate our rear from the front. Responding to 
the appeal of Uncle Ho and under direct leadership of district 
Party, Huong Hoa people and anny had unified together with 
the regular forces and Quang Tri provincial local soldiers to 
launch several attacks, and turned highway 9 into graveyard 
for the invading American. The most typical fight of Huong 
Hoa people and army in the end of the war was Khe Sanh 
victory on July 9,1968. 

KHE SANH-THE SECOND D1EN B1EN PHU 

Khe Sanh is located on a bazaltic plateau, it’s a capital of 
Huong Hoa district where highway 9 runs across and far from 
Viet-Laos border (Lao Bao border gate) about 20 km in the East. 



sau khi sang lam tong chi huy quan doi My a mien Nam Viet 
Nam, tuong Oet-mo-len (Westmoreland) lien di thj sat Khe 
Sanh. Vi tuong nay danh gia: Khe Sanh la “cai mo neo” a 
phia Tay he thong phong thu Nam khu phi quan su, la ban 
dap cho cac cuoc hanh quan tren bo de cat dirt tuyen chi vien 

k ' \ / r v 

chien lirge tir mien Bac vao chien triremg mien Nam theo 
dirdng mon Ho Chi Minh cua quan va dan ta, dong then ong 
ta cho day cung la vi tri ly tucmg de ngan can doi phuemg dua 
quan tir vung rung nui xuong dong bang ven bien va tir Lao 
sang theo dudng so 9. Ngoai ra, con co mot muc dich khac la 

* f \ 

nham thu phuc trai tim va khoi oc cua nguoi Van Kieu, Pa Co 

i r * 

- nhumg dan toe thieu so song 6 viing Khe Sanh, Huong Hoa. 
Khe Sanh tir mot vimg nui hoang vang, nay da tro thanh mot 

y r j r 9 

can cu chien dan Ion cua My, mot diem chot rat quan trong, 
mot dia diem tuan tra de ngan chan quan cua doi phuemg tir 
Lao tran sang theo true duong so 9, mot can cii cho cac hoat 
dong bict kich quay nhieu doi phuong a doc bien giai Viet - 

T 

Lao, mot san bay cho cac may bay trinh sat ciia My cat canh 
kiem tra theo doi duong mon Ho Chi Minh, mpt ban dap cho 
cac cuoc hanh quan tren bo de lam nhiem vu can quet tim 
diet bo doi chii luc ciia Bac Viet Nam, danh pha cat dirt tuyen 
chi vien chien luge Truong Son - duong mon Ho Chi Minh... 
Nhu vay, theo Oet-mo-len, neu bo Khe Sanh la bo mat tat ca 
nhirng !oi the hiem co dong thoi vo tinh chap nhan cho doi 

t \ \ 

phirong dua luc lugng xuong viing dong bang ven bien thuoc 
cac tinh Quang Tri, Thira Thien va tao nen mot con duong 
ticn quan doc bo bien vao phia Nam. Them nua, tuy khong 
noi ra, cac chi huy cua My deu co y nghT rang, neu nhu dugc 
quan Bac Viet Nam vao mot tran dia bay san tren dia hinh do 
My lira chon 6 Khe Sanh thi ho se bi tieu diet trong mot tran 
bao lua bang hoa lire cua phao binh va khong quan. 
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Can etc Khe Sanh nam 1968 - Khe Sanh combat base 

in 1968. 


When the revolution movement strongly developed in 
the South, the American armed circles had realized the 
importance of Khe Sanh because it lied on highway *9 
- a strategic route in the northernmost of the SQuth of 
Vietnam, connecting Laos and mysterious Ho Chi Minh trail. 
In 1964, after being a chief commander of American army in 
the South of Vietnam, General Westmoreland, immediately 
had a field visit in Khe Sanh. The General evaluated: Khe 
Sanh was an “anchor” in the western defensive system of the 
southern dimiliterised zone, this was a pedal of inland 
operations to cut off a strategic supporting route from the 
North to the South front through Ho Chi Minh trail of the 
liberation army. Meantime, he also recognised that this was 
an ideal place to stop infiltration from forest and mountain 
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Can cur Lang Vox nam 1968 - Lang l ay combat base 

in 1968 


Thang 6-1966, ta quyet djnh ma Mat tran Duong 9 
- Bac Quang Tri (Mat tran B5), coi day la mot huong tien 

f \ % 

cong chien luge nham tieu hao, tieu diet djeh dong thoi keo 

# 

mot luc lugng Ion quan My ra khu vuc nay. Cuoi nam 1966, 
dung truoc nguy co ca khu vuc phia Bac Quang Tri bj de doa. 
My da voi vang ra lenh cho bo chi huy cum cac luc luong 
linh thuy danh bo III (III MAF) 6 Da Nang dua Trung doan 
1 va Trung doan 3 (thugc Su doan 3 linh thuy danh bo My) 
dang lam nhiem vu “tim di?t” bo doi chu lgc ta o Quang 
Nam, boh tieu doan du bi chien luge nguy o Sai Gon, cung 
hai trung doan phao binh, xe thiet giap My tang cubng den 
mat tran Duong 9 - B&c Quang Tri. Cuoi n3m 1967, Bo chi 
huy quan su My lien tuc duy tri tu 45.000 quan den 60.000 

r f 

quan (hon 1/2 la linh My), chiem 1/7 so quan vien chinh co 
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down to the plateau and coastal areas and from Laos via 
highway 9. In addition, to concur the heart and mind of Pa 
Co and Van Kieu ethnic minority groups living in Khe Sanh, 
Huong Hoa. From a remote and silent place, Khe Sanh became 
a big combat base of American, an important stronghold, a 
patrol springboard to stop opponents from Laos via highway 
9, a base for rangers’ harassment activities along Viet-Laos 
border, an airstrip for American reconnaissance planes to 
monitor Ho Chi Minh trail, a pedal for inland operations to 
search and destroy regular forces of the North, to fight and cut 
off the strategic supporting route along Truong son mountain, 
etc. Thus, according to Westmoreland, abandonment of Khe 
Sanh meant refusal of all rare advantages and unintentional 
acceptance of the infiltration of the opponents to the coastal 
and plain area in Quang Tri and Thua Thien Hue provinces 
to create a corridor for troop movement along the coast to the 
South. In addition, although not speaking out, all American 
commanders had the same idea that if they were successful 
in trapping North Vietnamese regular forces in a ready-made 
front selected in Khe Sanh by the American, they would be 
destroyed by a fire storm of air and artillery forces. 

In Jpne of 1966, we decided to open highway 9 front 
in the north of Quang Tri (B5 front) and considered this as a 
strategic front to grind down the enemy’s strength and stretch 
them to this area. In the end of 1966, facing the risk of the 
threat in North Quang Tri, the American in a hurry manner 
ordered commanding forces of the marines III (III MAF) in 
Da Nang to mobilize two regiments 1 and 3 (division III of 
US marines) under “search and destroy” operation in Quang 
Nam, four battalions of South Vietnamese reserved army 
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mat tai mien Nam - Viet Nam, nhimg lai chiem 1/3 linh chien 
dau tinh nhue My (tinh thdi diem cuoi nam 1967). Khoang 
6.000 linh chien dau My gom 4 tieu doan linh thiiy danh bo, 
cac don vi phao binh, thiet giap, binh khi ky thuat, hau can... 
thubng xuyen dong chot d Khe Sanh. Cac can cu khac nhu 
Dong Ha, diem cao 241... sail sang chi vien lire lupng, hoa 
lure phao binh, khong quan, ke ca B52 cho Khe Sanh khi bj 
tien cong. Dong thai My con mb rong hang Ioat cu' diem kien 
co a Ai Tir, Dong Ha, Cam Lo, Tan Lam. Phia Bac duong 9, 
cum cu diem Ta Ccm duoc xay dung veri mot san bay Ion, tran 
dia phao 105mm cimg he thong ham hao, cong sir day dac. 
Mat khac, quan ly Khe Sanh va cu diem Lang Vay nam tren 
true dudng 9 cung duoc chung gap rut cung co. Bao quanh 

n / 

Ta Con, chung con cho xay dung nhimg cu diem vung chac 
tren cac diem cao 689, 682, 845, 832, 881, 1009... Nhu the, 
cu diem Ta Ccm, Lang Vay, Khe Sanh tao thanh mot tarn giac 
phong thu ma chung cho la bat kha xam pham. Trong cuoc 
Tong tien cong va noi day Tet Mau Than (1968), Mat tran 
Ducmg 9 - Khe Sanh dupe giao nhiem vu la no sung truoc de 
thu hut dich ra ducmg 9, cot day la mot hucmg tien cong cua 
quan chu lire nham tieu diet, tieu hao dich, dong thori keo mot 
luc luang lan quan My ra giam chan tai Dudng 9 - Khe Sanh 
de tao dieu kien cho chien trudng mien Nam danh cho dich 
mot don chien lupc hiem yeu. Chung ta coi day la nhiem vu 
vo cung kho khan. 

So sanh Khe Sanh vdi Bien Bien Phu (thori Phap chiem 
dong) thi Khe Sanh co lpi the han gap nhieu lan, do la: Khe 
Sanh chi each trung tarn thi xa Dong Ha khoang 60km ve 
phia Tay nen rat thuan lpi trong viec chi vi?n luc lupng, hoa 
lire khi bi tan cong; mat khac, ngoai viec tiep te chu dao bang 
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in Sai Gon and two American artillery, and tank regiments 
to highway 9 front in the North of Quang Tri. At the end of 
1967, the American commanding headquarter always 
maintained from 45,000 to 60,000 troops (more than half 
were American), accounted for one seventh of expeditionary 



San bay Ta Can - Ta Con airport 


forces in the south of Vietnam, of which one third were 
crack units (end of 1967). About 6,000 America soldiers 
including 4 marine battalions, artillery, armor, logistic 
and weapon techniques units, etc ... permanently rooted in 
Kite Sanh. Other bases like Dong Ha, stronghold 241, etc 
were under high readiness to support Khe Sanh by forces 
and fires, including B52 bombing. At the same time, the 
American built lots of strongholds in Ai Tu, Dong Ha, 
Cam Lo, Tan Lam. In the north of highway 9, Ta Con base 
complex was built with a big airstrip, artillery 105 ground 
together with a dense entrenchments and strongholds. On 
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ducmg hang khong qua san bay Ta Con thi viec tiep te bang 
ducmg bo cung rat de dang, la mot lqi the hem han so voi Dien 
Bien Phu chi co mot con ducmg doc dao lai chay qua vung 
rung nui hiem trcr, dai hem 500km; ben canli do, xung quanh 
Khe Sanh con co mpt he thong cir diem phong thu bao quanh 
nhu: cao diem 689, 682, 845, 832, 1009 cu diem Lang Vay... 
Do do, tuemg Oet-mo-len “tin tuong” Khe Sanh se dung virng 
trong lich sti nhu mot tarn guomg co dien ve thach thuc danh 
bai mot luc luong bao vay dong hem nhieu lan bang viec su 

dung hoa luc co phoi hop. De bao dam chinh xac cho hoa lire 

♦ 

truoc khi tran danh Khe Sanh no ra. Bo Chi huy quan sir My 
tai Viet Nam ra lenh chuyen toan bo cac may do dien tir de keo 

9 y 9 

phong tuyen Macnamara sang Lao ve bo tri xung quanh Kite 
Sanh. Cac dpi dia chan ciia quan My cung dupe dieu ve Khe 
Sanh de tham do, phat liien nhung chan dong trong long dat 

r y 0 

xem “quan Bac Viet Nam co dao nhung ducmg ham tien vao 
Khe Sanh nhu da tung lam o Dien Bien Phil hay khong”. 



Linh My do bo xuong Dutrng V - Khe Sanh 
The American troops landing at Highway 9 — Khe Sanh 
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the other hand, Khe Sanh administrative unit and Lang 
Vay base along highway 9 were also strengthened. Around 
Ta Con, they set up solid positions on the heights of 698, 
682, 845, 832, 1009, etc. Thus, Ta Con, Lang Vay, and 
Khe Sanh hid made a undefeatablc defensive triangle. 

In Tet Mau Than general offensive and uprising (1968), 
highway 9-Khe Sanh front was ordered to kick off a fire first 
to attract the enemy to highway 9. It was an offensive way of 
regular forces to grind down the enemy’s strength and stretch 
the American forces to be hold in highway 9- Khe Sanh in 
order to give condition for the South to have a sudden 
and strategic blow to the enemy. We saw this as a very 
difficult task. 

Compared with Dien Bicn Phu (under the French 
occupation), Khe Sanh had much more advantages; therefore 
Westmoreland believed “Khe Sanh will be strongly stand in 
the history as a classical example of a challenge to defeat a 
much more crowded siege forces by using concerted fires”. 
To guarantee the exactness of fires, before Khe Sanh attack, 
he ordered to move all electronic detectors scattered along 
defensive Mc.Namara line to Laos and redeployed around 
Khe Sanh. American seismic units were mobilized to Khe 
Sanh to detect underground seism to find “whether North 
Vietnamese army dug trenches to approach Khe Sanh as they 
did in Dien Bien Phu or not”. 

After carefully studying all options and taking into 
account possible risks, Westmoreland declared in a joint 
general staff meeting that: “We will never be defeated in Khe Sanh. 
I never forgive whoever speaks and thinks in an opposite way”. 


18 



Sail khi ti'nh toan ky cac phuang an va lubng djnh nhirng 
hiem hoa co the xay ra, trong cuoc hop Bo Tham miru, Oet- 
mo-len tuyen bo: “Chung ta se khong bi danh bai a Khe Sanh. 
Toi se khong tha thu cho ai noi hoac suy nght dieu ngugc lai”. 
Nhu vay, chung to rang ong ta quyet tam tru lai a Khe Sanh vcri 
tham vong se “nghien nat cac su doan chu lire Bac Viet Nam” 
giong nhir tnroc day tudng Na-va da huyenh hoang “sc nghien 
nat cac su doan chu luc cua Viet Minh a Bien Bien Phu”. 

My co mot lire lirong dong dao, dugc trang bi phuemg 
tien chien tranh hicn dai, each to chuc phong ngu chat che 
bang mot he thong cir diem va cum cii diem lien hoan, lai 
dugc bao boc, ho trg’boi nhirng phuong tien dien tham phat 
hien muc tieu chinh xac bao cho phao binh khong quan tap 
kich hoa luc tieu diet doi phuemg. Vcri each bo phong nhu vay 
thi chung tin rang khong ai co the lot vao Khe Sanh de quay 
roi chu chua noi den cuoc tien cong quy mo ldn voi luc lugng 
hang nghin nguai cua su phoi ket hgp giira bo doi chu luc va 
bo doi dja phuong. Cho nen viec Oet-mo-len quyet tam tru lai 
Khe Sanh khong phai la khong co co so. 


TRAN QUYET CHIEN KHE SANH-BIEU Tl/ONG SUC 
MANH VA TAl TRl CUA QUAN VA DAN Vlf T NAM 

Do dugc tap trung phong ngu vung chac, chu quan 

/ \ 

vao Igi the ve luc lugng va vu khi hien dai cua minh nen quan 
My da khong hieu dugc sue manh cua chien tranh nhan dan 
va y chi cua con ngubi Viet Nam quyet giai phong dat nude, 
gianh cho dugc doc lap tu do. Ngay tir khi Bo Chinh trj, Quan 
uy Trung uong quyet dinh danh Khe Sanh nham thu hut, giam 
chan luc lugng chien luge cua My - ngqy de tao dicu kien cho 
quan, dan toan mien Nam tien hanh Tong tan cong va noi day 

19 



Thus he was determined to stay in Khe Sanh with the 
ambition to “grind regular divisions of North Vietnamese 
army” like General Nava in the past who bragged to grind 
regular forces of Viet Minh in Dien Bien Phu”. 

Khe Sanh was always maintained with a big number of 
American forces with modem equipment, and it was strongly 
defended by a stronghold system and in uninterrupted base 
complex. Besides, it was surrounded by electronic detectors, 
which could find exactly the targets and then call for air and 
artillery fires strikes. With such deployment, it w’as hard to 
believe anyone could infiltrate into Khe Sanh for a single 
disturbance, not to mention the launching a big scale assault 
with thousands of people together with local and regular 
soldiers. Therefore, Westmoreland’s decision to stay in Khe 
Sanh was not an issue of argumentation. 

KH1 SANH DECISIVE BATTLE - A SYMBOL OF 
STRENGTH AND APTITUDE OF VIETNAMESE 
ARMY AND PEOPLE 

Strongly defended and subjectively reliant on own 
strength in forces and modern weapons, the American could 
not understand the strength of the people's war and the 
strong will of Vietnamese people for national liberation and 
independence. When the politburo, and the central military 
commission decided to open fires in Khe Sanh to attract 
attention and detain the American forces and South 
Vietnamese army here for Tet Mau Than general 
offensive attack and uprising in the whole south of Vietnam 
implementing this policy, all units from regular forces to 
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Tet Mau Than 1968 danh vao cac thanh pho, th| xa, thi tir bo 
dpi chu lire den bo dpi dia phuong va nhan dan Huong Hoa 
noi rieng va nhan dan Quang Trj noi chung moi nguoi moi 
viec khan truong chuan bj moi mat cho tran quyet chien Klie 
Sanh. Mac du trong nhung nam “chien tranh cue bo” My da 
tha xuong Huong Hoa mot khoi lupng Ion chat doc hoa hoc 
(chiem gan 4/5 dien tich toan huyen), tan pha cay coi, mua 
mang, gay ra nan doi khung khiep cho dong bao cac dan toe 
thieu so, nhung dung truoc tinh liinh va nhiem vu moi thi nhan 
dan cac xa deu tu nguyen dong gop cua cai, cong sue cua minh 

r \ 

phuc vu chien djeh. Ngay dpt dau van dong da co hem 3.000 
ngudi tinh nguyen di dan cong. Ngoai so nguoi true tiep phuc 
vu tai cho, huyen con huy dong dupe hon 200 nguoi cung mot 
dai dpi cong binh cua huyen lam nhiem vu mo dubng cho quan 
ta tien vao Tr| - Thien Hue... Dong bao dan toe Van Kieu, Pa 
Co con quyen gop luong thuc cho each mang nuoi quan. Chi 
tinh rieng cac xa Nam Huong Hoa, dong bao tim cu rung an 
thay com de danh khoang 20 tan gao, 2 trieu goc san phuc vu 
cho chien dich. Mot huyen mien nui co khoang 48.000 dan, lai 

bj My rai chat doc hoa hoc, phai song trong canh doi ngheo 

S 9 9 

trien mien ma dong gop cho chien dich mot khoi lupiig vat 
chat va lire lupng nhu tren la mot sir hy sinh rat to Ion, the hien 
long yeu nuoc nong nan va y chi quyet tarn cao cua nhan dan. 

Chien truong Dubng 9- 
Khe Sanh tiep giap vbi hau phuong 

% 9 

lbn mien Bac Xa hoi Chu nghTa, la 
dieu kien thuan lpi de chi vien kip 
thbi moi mSt ve quan luc cung nhu 
phuong tipn chien tranh. 

Thieu nien Pa Co, Van Kieu vot t hong danh gi&c. Pa Co. 

Van Kieu teenagers sharpenning stick for fighting the enemy 
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local soldiers and people of Huong Hoa district in 
particular and Quang Tri people in general, actively 
responded and prepared for this decisive battle. Although in 
years of “localization war”, Americans sprayed chemicals on 
four fifth area of the district, destroying crops and vegetation 
and caused a terrible hunger for ethnic people, yet when 
facing with the new situation and duty, people in all 
communes were strongly and spontaneously contributed 
human and material resources' to the campaign. In the first 
mobilization, there were 3000 conscripted labour volunteers 
and besides the volunteers at site, the district also mobilized 
200 people and established an engineering company to open 
the way for attack in Quang Tri and Hue. Van Kieu and Pa 
Co ethnic minority people collected food to supply for the 
revolution army. Particularly in southern communes of 
Huong Hoa, people had to eat forest roots to reserve 20 tons 
of rice and 2 millions of cassava stumps for the campaign. 
Being a mountainous district with a population of 48,000 
people, its crop was devastated by American poisonous 
chemicals, and its people had to live in a continuous hunger, 
but with a great contribution in kinds and human resource 
for the campaign the, people of Huong Hoa showed their big 
sacrifice, and expressed their deep patriotism and strong 
determination. 

Highway 9 - Khe Sanh battlefield was adjacent 
to the big rear of socialist north of Vietnam, thus it had a 
favorable condition of being timely and comprehensive 
supported in term of human resources and weapons. This was 
also a chance for our soldiers (including technical units) to 
practise fighting, and learning experience in training and in 
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Day cung la thoi co dc bo doi ta (ke ca binh chung ky 

t / f » 

thuat) co dieu kien thirc hanh chien dau, nit kinh nghiem huan 

♦ _ r ' 

luyen va tac chien. Trong luc Bo chi huy quan sir My phan 
doan rang chien tranh se di toi mot buoc ngoat quyet dinh 
bang tran quyet chien chien luge nhu kieu Bien Bien Phu a 
Khe Sanh thi Dang ta da sang tao ra each danh moi, phai “vo 
hieu hoa” quan My, phai phan tan lire luong chung ra, danh 
cho chung nlurng don dau, lam nan chi quan xam luge, lam 
cho chung di tir bat ngor nay den bat ngd khac. 

Viec ta ma Mat tran Duong 9 - Khe Sanh da nhanh 
chong thu hut dugc mot luc lugng 1cm quan vien chinh My 
ra chien tnrong nay. Dau nam 1968, tren Mat tran Ducmg 9 
- Khe Sanh, phia dich co khoang 45.000 quan, trong do co 
28.000 ten My gom 3 trung doan thuy quan luc chien, 9 tieu 
doan phao binh va 1 dai doi co gioi My. Ve phia ta, ngoai luc 
lugng dang hoat dpng tai cho bao gom Su doan bo binh 325, 
cac trung doan 1, 2, 3 thuoc Su doan bo binh 324, 3 trung 
doan phao binh, 2 trung doan cao xa va cac luc lugng vu trang 
dia phuong. Bo Quoc phong con dieu cac Su doan bo binh 
304, 320, 2 trung doan phao binh, mot trung doan cao xa, 5 
dai doi dac cong va dac biet co 2 dai doi xe tang thuoc'Bo tu 
lenh Binh chung Tang - Thiet giap lan dau tien xung tran. Tai 
mat tran Duong 9 - Khe Sanh, rieng phao binh chung ta da 
dua vao 210 khau va 9 dan hoa tien BM14. Ngoai ra con vai 
tram khau coi 82 -120 mm va DKZ. Day la cuoc do sue quy 
mo 1cm giua chu lire ta va chu luc tinh nhue nhat cua My. 

Ngay 20-1-1968, truoc tet Mau Than 10 ngay, quan 
ta no sung danh Khe Sanh, chiem quan ly Huong Hoa nhanh 
gpn, dung ke hoach. Cung ngay, ta tien cong dich d cac cao 
diem 845,950 an ngu phia tay bac Ta Con, tien hanh bao vay 
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fighting actions. When commanding post of American forces 
guessed the war would come to a turning point by a strategic 
decisive battle like Dien Bien Phu in Khe Sanh, our party 
invented a new way of attack to “invalidate” the American, 
disperse their forces, give them big blow, discourage 
invasion thoughts, and lead them from one unexpectedness 
to another. 

The opening of highway 9 - Khe Sanh front 
immediately drew a big number of American expeditionary 
troops to this battlefield. At the beginning of 1968, in 
highway 9 - Khe Sanh front, the American had 45,000 troops, 
of which 28,000 were American in 3 marine regiments, 9 
artillery battalions, and 1 mechanic company. From the 





Ban phirang an danh dich 
Planning the way for fighting the opposil 

liberation side, besides infield forces like infa 
325, regiments 1, 2, 3 of infantry division 32 
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Lang Vay, Ta Corn;, dong thdi dura lire lupng xuong phia dong 
chot d Vinh Quang Ha, Mai Xa, Hoang Ha, cat dirt tuyen van 
tai cua tau dich tir cang Cira Viet len Dong Ha bang chien 
thang “Bach Dang tren song Hieu” cuoi thang 2-1968. Tir 
thdi diem nay, quan ta da tim My ma danh, ticu diet mot loat 
vi tri dich d Huong Hoa, Huoi San, Lang Vay va khong che 
dupe cac diem cao 832, 845, 950 xung quanh thung lung 
Khe Sanh, lien sau do vay chat trung doan 26 linh thuy danh 
bo My d day. Ba vi tri: Lang Vay, Khe Sanh bao ve sudn 
phia tay Ta Can bj quan ta danh chiem. Ta lam chu dtrdng 9 
doan tir Lao Bao den Ka Lu, md thong ban dap vay ham Ta 
Con. Linh thuy danh bo My dong d Ta Can phan kich lien 
tuc, nhung deu bj ta danh bai, phai chui rue trong cac ham 
ngam, cong sir keu cuu va chd vien binh. Ngay tir dau cuoc 

_■? w r ' 

bao vay, Tong thong Gion-xan da to ra rat quan tarn, ycu cau 
tudng Taylo lap “Phong tinh hinh dac biet” d ngay trong Nha 
Trang de thco doi sat sao tinh hinh chien su, dong thdi buoc 
Hoi dong tham muu trudng lien quan phai cam ket giu Khe 
Sanh bang moi gia, khong de xay ra mot “Dien Bien Phu 
mdi”. Mac dii hi danh dau tren toan chien trudng mien Nam, 
nhung do vi tri chien lupc ca ve quan su va chinh tri cua Khe 
Sanh nen Bo chi huy quan sir My phai cho dai quan ra giai 
vay cho Khe Sanh. 

Cl OC PHO TRUONG HO\ LljC KHUNG KHIEP 

C l A MV 

Khi dupe tang quan (thang 2-1968 quan My d Viet 
Nam la 505.000 ten), Oet-mo-len lap tire tang cudng quan sd 
cho chien trudng Dudng 9 - Khe Sanh, luc cao nhit len tdi 26 
tieu doan, chiem 2/5 quan chien dau cua My co mat tai Viet 
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regiments, 2 anti-aircraft gun regiment and local troops, the 
ministry of defense moved here infantry divisions of 304 
and 320, 2 artillery regiments, 1 anti-aircraft gun regiment, 
5 commando companies; and especially 2 tank companies 
under commanding headquarter of armor-tank forces engaged 
in the battle for the first time. On the highway 9-Khe Sanh 
front, regarding artillery power, wc pulled here 210 cannons 
and 9 rocket launching pads BM 14. Besides, there were 
hundreds of mortars 82 - 120mm and DKZ. This was the 
biggest encounter between our regular forces and the 
American crack regular troops. 

On January 20, 1968, 10 days before Mau Than Tet, 
we opened fire on Khe Sanh and quickly held Huong Hoa 
administrative unit as planned. On the same day, we attacked 
the heights of 845,950 in northwest of Ta Con and launched a 
siege to Lang Vay andTa Con. Meantime 1 iberation army moved 
troops to the east, held positions in Vinh Quang Ha, Mai Xa, 
Hoang Ha and blocked the navigation from Cua Viet seaport 
to Dong Ha by “Bach Dang victory on Hieu river” at 
the end of February of 1968. From that moment, liberation 
army looked for American to fight and destroyed a number 
of the enemy strongholds in Huong Hoa, Lang Vay and 
controlled the heights of 832, 845, 950 around Khe Sanh 
valley and soon after that launched a siege to regiment 26 
of US marine here. The liberation army occupied three 
positions of Lang Vay and Khe Sanh in the west side of Ta 
Con and controlled highway 9 from Lao Bao to Ka Lu to 
wring a siege to Ta Con. The American marines in Ta Con 
continuously and fiercely counter-attacked but failed, they 
had to hide themselves in underground trenches, bunkers, 
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Nam. Oct-mo-len cung cho tap trung hoa luc danh pha khu 
vuc nay vdi mot mure do chira tumg thay. Tren dien tfch rong 
khoang 34km 2 , trung binh mot ngay dem co horn 300 lan chiec 
may bay cac loai, ke ca B52 dpi 100 nghin tan bom xuong cac 
vi tri nghi ngd co quan ta. “Chang han binh sT cua Dabney tren 
doi 881 Nam da ban gan 1000 qua dan coi 81mm khien nong 
sung do rue len trong anh binh minh md suemg. Binh si phai 
xep hang dai vao cho nong sung nguoi bdt de tiep tuc ban” 
(Jpimlott trong cudn sach Viet Nam - Nhimg Iran ctarih qnyet 
dinh - Viet Nam the Decisive Battles). Tong thong My Gion- 
xcm ra lenh md chien djeh mang mat danh Niagara nham ticu 

T 

diet cac luc luong doi phuorng d Khe Sanh, chan cac dudng 

r r > 

tiep te vao cac khu vuc can cir, yem tro hoa luc dudng khong 
chicn thuat toi da cho quan My d Ta Con. Niagara 1 tap trung 
vao xac dinh muc tieu. Niagara 2 the hien sue manh cua My. 
Trong thdi gian tir ngay 21-1 den 31-3-1968, may bay tiem 

r i 

kich cua khong quan va hai quan My xuat kich 24.000 lan 
chiec, cong vdi 2.700 lan chiec B52. Phao tur cac can cur My 
ban lien tuc tao nen mot tran bao lira tren khap khu vvre Khe 
Sanh. Moi vi tri nghi co quan ta deu dupe My khoanh thanh 
6 500m x 1000m. Hai chiec AD6 mang 28 qua bom 500 can 
Anh (500 Pound = 226.5 Kg) dupe goi den; trude khi hai may 
bay den muc tieu, phao 175 mm tir cac can cir ban khoang 60 
qua vao giira d; dong thdi phao 155mm, 105mm na dan vao 
phan con lai. Thdi gian dupe tinh toan de toan bo bom, dan 
dong thdi rod xuong khu vuc da dinh. Day la cuoc pho truong 
hoa luc khung khiep, la mot trong nhirng tran ncm bom nang 
ne nhat, tap trung nhat trong lich su chien tranh, den noi cac 
tudng ta My d mat trpn Khe Sanh phai kinh hoang. Nhung 
moi cuoc tang quan va danh pha het sue ac liet cung khong 
cim van dtrpc quan My khoi tinh the sa lay, khon quan. Quan 
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kept calling fcfr support and waited for reinforcement. At the 
beginning of the siege, President Johnson paid big attention 
and asked General Taylor to establish “a special situation 
room” right in the White House to follow up the situation 
in the battle field and requested the chief advisory council 
of joint forces to guarantee holding Khe Sanh at all costs, 
never let a “new Dien Bien Phu” to happen. Although they 
suffered a big blow in the whole South ofVietnam, due to the 
strategic importance in both military and politics, the American 
commanding post had to send a great number of troops to 
Khe Sanh to lift the siege. 

A SHOW or TERRIBLE EIRE - POWER 
OETHE AMERICAN 

When it was reinforced (in February 1968, in Vietnam 
there were 505,000 American), Westmoreland promptly 
enhanced forces for the highway 9 - Khe Sanh front. At the 
peak time, there were 26 battalions in Khe Sanh, accounted 
for two fifths of the American forces in Vietnam. He 
concentrated the never seen firepower here. On the area of 
around 34 km 2 , in a whole day, on the average there were 
300 rounds of planes of different types, including B52 
bombers that hovered and dropped down 100 thousand 
tons of bomb on suspected targets. “For example, Dabney’s 
soldiers on the hill south 881 shot 1000 mortars 81mm 
and the gun barrel got red in the dawn. The troops had to 
queue and urinate to cool it down” (Jpimlott - in the book: 
Vietnam -The decisive battles). President Johnson ordered the 
launching of a campaign under the code -Niagara to destroy 
opponent in Khe Sanh, prevent supplying to the base area, 
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ta van anh dung sict chat vong vay. Dong bao, du kich cac 
dan toe Huong Hoa van ngay dem bam sat bo doi, tiep te com 
nude, khieng cang thuang binh. 

BINU < IMING TANG -THIET GIAP “DA RAQUAN 
LA DANH I HANG" 

Md mat tran Dudng 9 - Khe Sanh trude Tet Mau Than 

nam 1968 la mot chien thuat vo ciing Ipi hai ciia quan Giai 

\ ■* 

phong nham nghi binh, thu hut dich ra Dudng 9 de tieu diet, 
tieu hao sinh lire va giam chan djeh, tao dieu kien cho hudng 
chu yeu tien cong bat ngd vao cac thanh pho, trung tam dau 
nao cua My - nguy, ma trong diem la Sai Gon, Hue, Da Nang. 
Chuan bj viec to chuc chien trudng cho don tien cong chien 
lupc, ngoai lire lupng tai cho cua Mat tran B5 (thanh lap tir 
thang 6 nam 1966) va nhicu don vi chu lire dupe gap rut dieu 
vao, thi d day lan dau tien Binh chiing Tang Thiet Giap tham 
gia chien trudng Nam vT tuyen 17 va da lap nen mot chien 
cong vang dpi d cir diem Lang Vay. 

De dat dupe muc tieu chien lupc dat ra, ngay tir thang 

8-1967 Bp Tu lenh binh chiing Tang Thiet Giap dd dupe lenh 

sir dung va dieu dong xe tang vao chien dau d mien Nam. 

Tir Dai dpi 3 va Dai dpi 9 PT76 cua Trung doan xc tang H03 

to chuc thanh Tieu doan thieu, mang phien hieu 198. Theo 

ke hoach ngay 01-10-1967 tieu doan 198 bat dau hanh quan 

co dong vao chien trudng Quang Tri. Sau 50 ngay vupt qua 

nhieu kho khan vat va cimg vdi su danh pha ac liet cua khong 

quan My, nhtrng co xe tang cua ta da vupt qua 1300km den 

tap ket d Nam Khang, each cu diem Huoi San cua dich 7km 

ve phia tay va mot bo phan khac den d bien gidi Viet - Lao 
\ 

gan Dudng 9. 
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and extend maximum air strikes support for the American in 
Ta Con. Niagara 1 focused on finding targets, Niagara 2 
focused on showing the strength of American fire power.* 
From 21 of January to 31 of March 1968, American bombers 
of air and naval forces took off 24,000 times plus 2,700 times 
of B52 bombers. Artilleries from American bases made a fire 
storm in Khe Sanh area. The American with a square of 500m 
x 1000m delineated every suspected area. Two jet fighters 
AD6 carrying 28 bombs of 500 pound (500 pound =226,5 
kg) were immediately called up before the fighters came; 
about 60 artillery shells of 175mm from bases were shot to 
the center of the square. At the same time, artillery 155mm 
and 105mm shot to the remaining space of the square. 
The time was calculated so that all bombs and shells were 
dropped down on the targets at the same time. It was a 
show of terrible fire power, the heaviest and concentrated 
bombing strike in the war history, it even made 
American generals in Khe Sanh shocked. However, the effortof 
reinforcements and terrible strikes could not help the 
American from the destitute and bogged situation. The 
liberation army bravely tightened the siege. People 
and guerilla of Huong Hoa district kept continuous 
supplying of food, water and wounded soldiers care for. 

TANK - ARMOR - “CLAIM VICTORY WHENEVER 
ENGAGING IN THE BATTLE” 

Opening highway 9-Khe Sanh front before Mau Than 
Tet in 1968 was a smart tactic of the liberation army to attract 
the enemy to highway 9 in order to grind down the enemy’s 
strength and detain them in this place and at the same time to 
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Rang sang ngay 24-1-1968, BoTir lenh mat tran quyet 
dinh sir dung Dai doi 3 xe tang phoi hop voi trung doan Bo 
binh 24 tieu diet cu diem Ta May doc Duong 9 tren dat Lao. 

Lan dau tien xc tang xung tran, djch hoan toan bi bat ngo, 

\ 

hoang loan thao chay. Ta da tieu diet phan Ion quan djch, 
nhanh chong lam chu tran dja, thu toan bo vu khi quan trang, 
quan dung. 

r w ___ -9 

Theo ke hoach tac chien, ta tap trung toan bo Tieu doan 
xe tang 198 tiep tuc tien cong tieu diet cu diem Lang Vay la 
mot mat xich quan trong trong cum chien luge Khe Sanh. 

i \ r r 

Cu diem Lang Vay nam an ngu tren Quoc 16 9, each thi tran 
Khe Sanh 10km ve phia tay. Tren dien tich hem 100.000m 2 
cua hai diem cao 320 va 230, djch cho xay dung mot he thong 
Bong ke, ham ngam, giao thong hao chang chjt cimg he thong 
hang rao kem gai, bai min day dac. Tai day thuong xuyen co 
350 linh biet kich va hon 30 co van My don tru. Co the noi 
Lang Vay la mot cu diem manh trong he thong phong thu 
Duong 9 cua My nguy. 

De pha tan cu diem Lang Vay, ngoai luc luong xe tang 
cua tieu doan 198 va quan chu luc gom Trung doan‘24 (Su 
doan 304), Trung doan 101 (Su doan 325), Bo Tu lenh mat tran 
con dieu bo sung them mot Dai doi dac cong, mot Dai doi sung 
phun lira de tang cuomg kha nang pha chuong ngai vat cua loai 
xe tang loi nuoc PT76 (Lien Xo). Voi mot doi hinh hanh quan 
nhu vay, chung ta chu tnrcmg bang moi gia phai giu bi mat, 
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tao su bat ngo, gianh the chu dong tren chien truong, gop phan 
thay doi tuemg quan luc luong co loi cho ta. 

Song song voi cong tac chuan bi moi mat cho tran 

r r r 

danh co tfnh chat quyet dinh nay thi viec chon huong tien 
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kick off a sudden attack in all cities and headquarter centers 
of the American and South Vietnamese army, especially in 
Sai Gon- Hue and Da Nang. 

In preparation for the strategic attack, besides on 
spot forces of the front B5 (established in June 1966) and 
mobilization of different regular units, this was also the first 
time for the armor-tank forces to engage in the south of 17th 
parallel and committed to a glorious victory in Lang Vay 
fortification. 

To achieve the set up strategy, in August 1967, the 
commanding headquarter of armor-tank units already 
received the order to move tanks to the South. The tank 
battalion 198 was established from company 3 and company 
9 PT76 of H03 tank regiment. According to the plan, the 
battalion 198 started to move to Quang Tri on 01 January 
1967. After 50 difficult days under the terrible air strikes of 
the American and over the distance of 1300 km, the tanks 
were deployed in Nam Khang- only 7 km from Huoi San 
fortification under the enemy’s control in the west. Another 
part was deployed in Viet-Laos border near highway 9. 

In early morning of 14 January 1968, the front 
commanding headquarter decided to mobilise tank company 
3 in coordination with infantry regiment 24 to sweep out Ta 
May fortification along highway 9 in Laos. The tanks 
engaged in the battlefield for the first time made a shock to 
the enemy and quickly created a turbulence in the field, we 
swept most of the troops, immediately hold the battlefield and 
collected all army weapon and equipment. 

In fighting plan, we mobilized the tank battalion 
198 to continue sweeping out Lang Vay fortification - an 
important link in Khe Sanh strategic clusters. 
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cong cua xe tang co y nghia het sue quan trong. Tren thuc te, 
sau khi ta danh chiem cu diem Ta May, tir thong tin cua bon 
tan binh cung cap, dich da tang cubng nhieu bien phap de doi 
pho voi xe tang, xe thiet giap, dong thdi tap trung lire lupng 
phong ngu d hudng tay. Bi mat bat ngd cho tran nay chi con 
lai hai hudng la nam danh ien va tay bac danh xuong. Vbi dja 
hinh hiem trd, lai co song Scpon co long song hep, quanh co 
va nhieu da ngam nen dich cho rang ta khong the trien khai 
luc luong tien cong, nliat la doi voi xe tang. Ta xac djnh tien 
danh muc ticu tir hu'dng nam khong chi tao tinh bat ngd ma 
con the hicn su sang tao trong nghe thuat tac chicn cua bo dpi 
Tang thiet giap. 

17h ngay 6-2-1968, tran tan cong cu dietn Lang Vay 
bat dau. Dai dpi xe tang 9 xuoi theo dong song Sepon tir vi tri 
tap ket vao tuyen dicu chinh cudi cung d lang Troai, each djeh 
gan 2km, san sang cho lenh. Dai dpi xe tang 3 vupt bien gidi 
Viet - Lao tien theo dudng 9 den 23h ca 8 xe dcu den dupe vi 
tri dieu chinh cudi cung d khu vuc cau Bi Hien, each cir diem 
djeh khoang 2km. De de phong djeh sir dung phuong tien 
dien tham phat hien cuoc hanh quan bang co gidi, chiing ta da 
cho na phao vao Lang Vay va vimg lan cSn de gay nhieu, tao 
dieu kien cho xe tang tiep can muc tieu. Mac du vay, dich van 
phan nao phan doan dupe hudng tien cong cua ta. Luc nay 
phao binh dich tir Ta Con va hoa luc djeh trong can cir Lang 
Vay ban manh ra tren ca 2 hudng, may bay dich cung bat dau 
tha phao sang, ban pha ngan chan ta tien cong. 
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Lang Vay fortification located in highway 9 was 10 
km far from Khe Sanh township in the west. In the area of 
over 100,00 km 2 of the heights 320 and 230, the enemy built 
a network of trenches, strongholds, underground bunkers and 
surrounded by a dense barbwires and mines. 350 rangers and 
over 30 American advisors were regularly positioned. Thus, 
Lang Vay was the strong fortification of defensive system of 
the American and South Vietnamese army along highway 9. 

In order to sweep out Lang Vay fortification, besides 
tank forces of the battalion 198 and regular forces including 
regiment 24 (division 304), regiment 101 (division 
325), the front commanding headquarter mobilised an 
additional commando company, a firing gun company to 
strengthen a barricade clearance capacity of water-proof tank 
PT76 (Russian). We were successful to keep in secret at all 
cost all the movements in order to make a sudden attack, 
held an initiative manner in the field and created a change in 
balance of forces towards our benefits. 

Together with comprehensive preparation for this 
key fight, the selection of direction for tank movement also 
played very important role. In reality, after occupation of 
Ta May stronghold, from information provided by defeated 
soldiers, the enemy was reinforced to encounter with tanks and 
armors while strengthening defence in the west. The sudden 
secret of this fight remained only in two directions of south 
towards and north-west downwards. Based on judgment that 
Sepon river has a narrow, bendy and underground rocky bed, 
the enemy thought we could not make deployment in those 
directions, especially with tanks. The decision to make the 
attack from the south not only made a suddenness, but 
reflected the initiative in tactical art of liberation tank army. 
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Xe tang mang so hieu 555 lap cong xuat sac 
trong tran Ta May - Lang Vay nant 1968 
Tank 555 (license) with its excellent feat of arms 
at Ta May - Lang Vay battle in 1968 

Dung 23h 25 phut, S6 chi huy ha lenh va phat tin hieu 
xung phong. Tren cac huong tien cong, xe tang cua ta bat 
chap moi sir ngan can cua djch, vuot cua mo, dan dat. bo binh 
xung phong vao trong cu diem cua djch. Tran danh dien ra 

9 % X + 9 

ac liet. Djch lgi dung cong su, 16 cot, ham ngam de chong 

1 9 \ 

cu, nhung nhihig co xe tang bat ngo guong xich lao len quat 

9 

lua vao timg cum cu diem cua djch lam chung mat kha nang 
chong do. Tu huong nam - huong tien cong chu yeu, Dai doi 
xe tang 9 sau khi nghien nat chuong ngai vat da kheo leo 
ket hop voi xung lye uy hiep djch, yem tro cho Tieu doan 3, 
Trung doan l(Su doan 325) Bo binh xung phong danh chiem 
timg khu vuc muc tieu, cuoi cung danh thang vao So chi huy 
va khu co v6n My 6 cao diem 320. Huong duong 9, Dai doi 
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At 17:00, on 6 February 1968, the attack to Lang Vay 
stronghold was kicked off. The tank company 9 moved down 
the Sepon river from it's location to be deployed in Troai 
village, 2 km from the enemy’s post and waited for signal. 
The tank company 3 with 8 tanks crossed Vict-Lao border, 
moved along highway 9, and deployed in Bi Hien bridge 
area, 2 km from the enemy’s post at 23:00. To prevent the 
enemy from using espionage equipment to find out our vehicle 
movement, we put artillery tire in Lang Vay and surrounding 
area to make diffraction and gave condition for tanks to access 
the target. Despite of that, the enemy somehow guessed our 
attacking direction, their artillery from Ta Con and gun power 
from Lang Vay fired strongly towards two directions, rocket 
and flares from the air planes dropped down to stop the attack. 

At 23:25, the commander post gave order and 
attacking signal. In all attacking directions, our tanks 
overcame obstacles, opened and led the way for our 
infantry to overcome the stronghold. The battle was severe, 
from strongholds and bunkers, enemy fired back to resist, 
but tanks suddenly appeared, fired at stronghold to silent the 
resistance. From the southern direction - a main route, the 
tank company 9, after crushing all obstacles was in skillful 
collaboration with other forces to minimise the enemy’s 
power, supported the battalion 3, regiment 1 (division 325) 
of infantry to grasp every target and gave final attack to 
the headquarter and American advisors compound at the 
height 320. In highway 9 direction, the tank company 3 in 
collaboration with regiment 24 (division 304) also quickly 
occupied western area. 

At 3:00 a.m on 7, January 1968, we basically took 
command of the battle, and continued wiping out sparse 
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xe tang 3 phoi hop cung Trung doan 24 (Su doan 304) cung 
nhanh chong tien vao danh chiem khu vuc phia Tay. 

Den 3h sang ngay 7-2-1968, ta co ban lam chu trail 
dia, tiep tuc truy ldch tieu diet bon dich con chong cu le te 
6 cac hoa diem, ham ngam. Tran tien cong tieu diet cu diem 
Lang Vay la tran chien dau hop dong binh chung dau tien co 
xc tang tham gia, tien cong mot can cu kien co cua dich va 
da gianh thang loi gion gia, gop phan pha vo mot mang tuyen 
phong ngu duong so 9 cua My - nguy, phoi hop kjp thdi vdi 

r _ ♦ / •) 

cac chien tnrong trong cuoc Tong tan cong va noi day cua 
quan va dan ta Tet Mau Than nam 1968. 

I' v CON - “DIA NGL'C TRAN GIAN" DOI VO'I 
QUAN MV 

Tir ngay 20-1-1968 den ngay 7-2-1968, sau khi tieu 
diet m<jjt so cu diem d phia tay, md thong dudng so 9 ma tieu 
bieu la tran danh ngay 21-01-1968, ta chiem Chi khu quan su 
Hudng Hoa, hon 200 linh My bi tieu diet va bat song. Dem 
6 rang ngay 7-2-1968, tieu doan 198 thuoc Bo Tu lenh binh 
chung Tang - Thiet giap phoi hop vdi bo doi chu lire tieu diet 
cur diem Lang Vay. Mat hai cu diem quan trong la Hudng Hoa 
va Lang Vay, vong vay cua quan ta bao quanh Khe Sanh ngay 
mot kbit chat, buoc My phai huy dong mot lire luong Ion may 
bay ra netn bom khu virc Khe Sanh. Toan bo viing trdi va mat 
dat Ta Con con lai nam trong tarn ban cua cac loai sung, phao 
cac cd cua quan Giai phong. Dudi mua bom bao dan, bo dpi 
ta kicn cudng xay dung tran dia tien cong, vay lan. Quan My 
khong the lam dan dupe vong vay vi quan ta da vao tan hang 
rao, sung bo binh va phi phao cua ta da ban thang vao linh 
My, ban vao ca xe tang va may bay d san bay Ta Con. Toan 
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resistance from the stronghold or underground bunkers. The 
attack in Lang Vay stronghold was the first coordination of 
different forces battle with tanks involvement to attack the 
enemy’s stronghold and claimed good victory. It broke part of 
defensive system along highway 9 of the enemy, and timely 
coordinated with other battles of our people and army in Tet 
Mau Than uprising and general offensive. 

TA CON - “THE EARTH HELL” 

OF THE AMERICAN TROOPS 

From January 20 to February 7, 1968, after destroying 
some of strongholds in the west and opening of highway 9, in 
the attack on 21 January 1968, we held Huong Hoa military 
headquarter, killed and captured 200 American troops. In the 
late evening of 6th and early morning of 7th February 1968, 
the battalion 198 of armor-tank forces in coordination with 
infantry regular forces had swept out Lang Vay fortification. 
After the losses of two important bases in Huong Hoa and 
Lang Vay, the siege to Ta Con combat base was tightened. 
The American had to mobilise a number of bombers to Khe 
Sanh. Ta Con air and its remaining part of the groun'd was 
under the artilleries and guns shots of the liberation army. 
Under the rain of bombs and shells, the liberation army 
bravely held attacking the target and gradually got closer to 
the base. The American could not loosen the siege because the 
liberation army were as close as the barbed wires surrounding 
the base, and their guns and rockets already could shoot 
directly to American troops in the base, tanks and planes 
landed on Ta Con airstrip. American in the base had to hide 
themselves in underground trenches as the French did in Dien 
Bien Phu in 1954. Ta Con became “the earth hell” of the 
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bo quan don tru cua My phai chui rue duoi ham, khong khac 

gi tinh canh cua quan Phap 6 Dien Bien Phu nam 1954. Ta 

* / 

Con trd thanh “dia nguc tran gian” doi veri quan My. May bay 
van tai Cl30 den tiep te va tai thuong 140 lan, nhung chi co 
40 lan lieu chet ha duqc canh sau khi da co may bay dpi bom 
va phao ban pha dir dpi. De giam bdt thiet hai, quan My phai 
cho may bay tha dii, nhung ket qua rat han che, vi phan lbn 
roi vao tran dia cua ta. 



Quan giai phong truy kick tljch 
The liberation soldiers pursuing the enemy 


Den thang4-1968, khi cupc Tong tien cong va noi day 

r _ * r * 9 

Tet Mau Than tarn lang xuong, de giai vay cho cum chien 
lupc Khc Sanh, bo chi huy My da dua khoang 10 nghin quan 
bao gom: Su doan ky binh khong van so 1 va 3 tieu doan du, 
mot tieu doan quan nguy Sai Gon mo lien hai cuoc hanh quan 
“Ngua bay” do tuong My Rot - xon chi huy va “Lam Son 
270” giai toa cho Kite Sanh. De yem tro cho linh My va quan 
dpi Sai Gon phan kich, may bay chien thuat My nem bom 
chi each Ta Con co 400m. con may bay chien lupc B52 thi 
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American troops. Transport aircraft Cl30 hovered in the sky 
for supply and lift of the wounded 140 times but only 40 times 
were able safely landed on the airstrip under the support of air 
and artillery strikes. To minimize the loss, the American decided 
to use parachute drops for supplies, but the result was limited 
because most ofthe supplies landed in the liberation army’s area. 

In April of 1968, when Tct general offensive and 
uprising was settled down, American commanding post 
mobilised about 10,000 troops to rescue Khe Sanh strategic 
clusters, including: air cavalry division 1 and 3 parachute 
battalions, 1 South Vietnamese army battalion to launch two 
operations namely called “Flying Horse” and “Lam Son 270” 
to lift Khe Sanh siege. To support the American and South 
Vietnamese army’s counter-attack, bombs were dropped in 
a distance of only 400m from Ta Con base, B52 fighters 
blockaded in outside distance from 2 to 3km. The severe 
battles took place on the heights of 471, 400, 542, 479, Che 
Ricn, Lang Khoai, etc. The enemy suffered from heavy 
loss but thanks to their more powerful air and artillery fire 
support than our anti-air fire, we could not conduct big 
and major attacks in daytime, and they occupied some 
advantageous positions. As a result, the siege in Khe Sanh 
was loosened and the replacement of troops in Khe Sanh was 
possible. At that moment, their Khe Sanh defensive manner 
also focused on Ta Con. They increased two marine regiments, 
2 air cavalry battalions, and occupied important heights of 
689, 552,471, Cu Boc, Lang Khoai. However, they still could 
not control the west side of Ta Con. 

In that situation, our commanding board of the 
campaign instructed to continue actively attacking and 
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phong toa vong ngoai tir 2 den 3km. Nhung tran giao tranh 
vo cung ac Let gitra ta va djch dien ra d khu vuc cac diem cao 
471, 400, 542,479, dong Che Rien, Lang Khoai... My - nguy 
bi ta danh thiet hai nang, nhirng do hoa lire khong quan va 
phao binh cua dich manh, hoa lire phong khong cua ta yeu 
nen bo doi ta khong thuc hien dirge nhung tran danh ldn vao 
ban ngay. Chinh vi vay, quan cua chung da chicm dugc mot 
so vj tri co Igi. Vong vay Ta Con cua ta bj long, dich thay 
dugc quan. Luc nay hinh thai phong ngu Khe Sanh cua djch 
van lay Ta Con lam tnmg tarn. Dich tang them hai trung doan 


Ci'm chira cho tu binh My 
Saving from a wound to American prisoner 

linh thuy danh bo, hai tieu doan ky binh bay My, chiem dong 
mot so cao diem quan trpng nhu 689,552,471, Cu Boc, Lang 
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maintaining the siege to Khe Sanh again to pull back the 
enemy here for encounter and help Tri - Thien to have 
second round of offensive and uprising. Division 308 (lack 
of 01 regiment) and Regiment 246, Regiment 66 and 
Regiment 9 (Division 304) were mobilised for the highway 9 
- Khe Sanh front. With the reinforcement, our liberation amiy 
reoccupied Lang Cat, Che Rien, Cu Boc and isolated Ta Con. 
The American commanding post had to move division 3 of 
marines to Khe Sanh to launch a siege clearance operation in 
south of Ta Con. 



Noi kinh hoang cua link My tai can cu Lang Vay, Tong thong 
Gion - xcm nghi gl? - The American troops ’panic at Lang Vay 
combat base, what s President Johnson thinking about? 


On first of June, division 3 of U.S marines launched 
an operation namely called Scotland in Tu Ri, Ta Quan, Hue, 
Coc, Pa Tang to pull back the liberation army from Khe Sanh 
for counter-attack. But at the beginning of the operation, 





Khoai. Nhung toan bo hudng Tay Ta Corn dich khong chiem 
dupe vj tri khong chc nao. 

Trudc tinh hinh nay, Bo chi huy chien djch chu trirorng 

tich cue tien cong, khoi phuc lat the tran vay ham Ta Com, 

buoc djch phai dua lure lupng ra doi pho vdi ta, tao dieu kicn 

cho chien trubmg Tri - Thicn Hue tiep tuc tan cong va noi day 

dot hai. Su doan 308 (thieu mot trung doan), Trung doan 246, 

trung doan 66 va trung doan 9 (Su 304) dupe t3ng cucmg cho 

Mat tran Duong 9 - Khe Sanh. Co them luc luong, bo doi ta 

chiem lai Lang Cat, dong Che Rien, Cu Boc, day djch a Ta 
¥ 

Con vao the hoan toan bi co lap, co nguy co bi tieu diet. Bo 
chi huy My buoc phai tung Su doan 3 linh thuy danh bo vao 
mat tran Khe Sanh mo cuoc hanh quan giai toa 6 phia nam 
Ta Con. 

Ngay 1-6, Su doan 3 My md cuoc hanh quan mang 
ten Xcotlen danh ra khu vuc Tit Ri, Ta Quan, Hue, Coc, Pa 
Tang hong keo luc luemg ta dang bao vay Ta Con ra doi pho. 
Nhung ngay tir dau cuoc hanh quan, djch bi quan Giai phong 
danh thiet hai mot tieu doan. Dong thoi quan ta tien cong tieu 
diet mot so vi tri an ngu con lai o Tay Ta Con va d,oc Duong 

f r r 

9, cat dut dudng bo, khong che dudng khong. Trudc tinh hinh 

r 

Ta Con bi quan ta bao vay, co lap djch cham dut cuoc hanh 

Ft \ 

quan Xcotlen de nit luc luong ve giu dudng 9, khu Nam Ta 
Ccm. Dong thdi, chung dua 2 tieu doan linh thuy danh bo 
ve giu Dong Ha, Cua Viet dang bi ta uy hiep. Quan ta tang 
cudng cac cuoc tien cong tren toan tuyen dudng 9, d§c biet 
la Ta Con. Trudc tinh hinh do, ngay 26-6, dich phai tuyen bd 
nit khoi Khe Sanh, nhung bi ta siet ch3t vdng vay, phao kich, 
khong che viec chuyen quan bang may bay len thang, chan 
danh quyet liet tren dudng bp, buoc dich phai keo dai cuoc 
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one battalion of the enemy suffered from a big loss. At the 
same time, the liberation army attacked and destroyed sets of 
strongholds in the west of Ta Con and highway 9, totally cut 
communication by land and controlled air route. In response 
to the situation in which Ta Con was isolated and sieged, 
the enemy had to end Scotland operation, withdrew forces 
to keep highway 9 and south of Ta Con. Meantime, they 
moved 2 marine battalions downward to keep Dong Ha and 
Cua Viet. The liberation army enhanced attacking along 
highway 9, especially in Ta Con. Judging the situation, on 
26 of June, the enemy declared to abandon Khe Sanh, but 
because the siege was strengthened by intensive artillery of 
the liberation army to limit air-lifts and fierce attacks on the 
ground, the retreat and run was completed after 11 days. On 
July 9, 1968, the w'holc Khe Sanh- Huong Hoa was liberated. 

“KHE SANH - A COUNTRY WELL- 
KNOWN VICTORY” 


In highway 9 - Khe Sanh campaign, with the 
attacking direction and diversionary tactics, the liberation 
army had pulled many battalions, brigades of American crack 
divisions like division 1, division 3 of marines, air cavalry 
division, and American division to highway 9 - Khe Sanh 
front, where they had to face with difficulties like 
inaccessible geography, long way of supply (by land, by air 
and by water). It was important that part of the American 
forces were pulled up here and invalidated as the American 
press commented like “the whale was in trouble”. The regular 
forces of liberation army of different arms had direct breach 
in solid defensive system of the American, isolated and sieged 
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rut quan tdi 11 ngay. Den ngay 9-7-1968, toan bo Khe Sanh 
- Huong Hoa dugc hoan toan giai phong. 

“CHIEN THANG KHE SANH 
I I NG DANH DAI MIOC” 

T \ 

Trong chien djch Duong 9 - Khe Sanh, bang hudng 

^ T 

tien cong va nghi binh chien luge, quan Giai phong da keo 
dugc hau het cac tieu doan, lu doan thuoc cac su doan simg 
so: Su doan 1, Su doan 3 linh thuy danh bo, Su doan ky binh 
bay, Su doan American ra Duong 9 - Khe Sanh. Quan chu 
luc cua ta da tac chien hiep dong binh chung quy mo tuong 

f r * * 

doi Ion, dot pha true tiep vao tuyen phong ngu virng chac cua 
quan doi My, bao vay co lap cum cu diem Ta Con trong mot 
thoi gian dai, buoc My phai dua Su doan linh thuy danh bo 
va sau nay ca Su doan ky binh khong van len vung rimg nui 
theo y do cua ta. Kit-xin-gio cho rang Ha Noi da choi “tro dau 
bo”, lua “con bo tot” My ra vong ngoai roi dung luc lugng 
quan sir bat than danh ap toan bo do thi ben trong, lam cho Bo 
chi huy quan su My khong kip trd tay. Quan va dan mat tran 
Khe Sanh da danh bai cuoc hanh quan “Ngua bay” cua Su 
doan ky binh khong van My va Chien doan 3 quan dii nguy. 
Cuoi cung, quan My phai rut chay khoi Khe Sanh. Dieu cam 
ket cua Hoi dong tham muu trudng lien quan voi Tong thong 
Hoa Ky trd thanh tro cudi. Dai BBC ngay 30-6-1968 binh 

luan: “Viec nit lui khoi Khe Sanh khong phai don gian bo roi 

/ * 

mot yeu diem, ma la bo roi mot ao tuong va mot chinh sach. 
Tat ca no lire cua Hoa Ky dung len da tan ra tro nhu nhung 
phao dai xi mang cot sat d Khe Sanh”. Con bao Quan doi 

; r 

nhan dan Viet Nam co bai binh luan “Chien (hang Khe Sanh 
lung danh dai nude ” 
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Ta Con for a long time and forced the American to move 
marines and air cavalry divisions to the mountainous area 
following their intention. Kissinger said that Hanoi played 
the “cow fighting game”, deceived “American gayal” to be 
outside and suddenly, attacked the whole towns and cities 
inside by the military that American commanding 
headquarter could not respond to the emergency. People and 
soldiers in Khe Sanh front defeated the operation “Flying 
Horse” of American air cavaliy division and battle group 3 
of South Vietnamese parachute army. Tn the end, the 
American had to run away from Khe Sanh. The commitment 
of joint forces chief advisory council with American president 
became a butt. On June 30, 1968, BBC commented: “The 
abandonment of Khe Sanh did not simply mean to abandon 
an important place, it implicated to abandon a policy and an 
illusion. All efforts of American were mined like concrete 
fortresses in Khe Sanh”. Vietnamese people’s army 
newspaper highlighted - Khe Sanh - a country well known 
victory. 

After more than 170 round days of bravery attack and 
siege, our people and army raised a victorious flag on Ta Con 
base and Khe Sanh administrative unit. In highway 9 - Khe 
Sanh campaign, people and army eliminated put away of 
battle 11,900 troops, shot down 197 fighters, destroyed 78 
tanks and 46 artilleries. We were able to draw a big forces 
of American and South Vietnamese army to this battlefield 
and kept them here for a sudden attack in their back, at the 
peak time there were 12,000 troops in 32 battalions, of which 
26 battalions were American and accounted for one fourth of 
American forces in the whole south of Vietnam. The battle 
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Hem 170 ngay dem tien cong va vay ham kien cudng, 

f 9 9 

quan va dan ta da cam la cb chien thang len trung tarn can cu 
Ta Com, quan ly Khe Sanh. Trong chien djeh Duong 9 - Khe 
Sanh, quan va dan ta da loai khoi vong chien dau 11.900 ten 

$ r 

djeh, ban roi, ban chay 197 may bay, pha huy 78 xe va 46 
khau phao. Ta da thu hut duqc mpt l\rc luong Ion quan My 

# f f 

nguy ra chien trubng nay, luc cao nhat len den 12 van ten 

\ •> 9 t 9 

gom 32 tieu doan, trong do co 26 ticu dofm My, chiem 1/4 so 
tieu doan quan chien dau cua My o mien Nam, kim chan va 
tieu diet chung de phoi hop voi chien trubng toan mien Nam. 
Cube chien dau b Khe Sanh la su thu thach phi thubng ve y 
chi quyet tarn, ve tai tri va sue manh giua Quan dpi nhan dan 
Viet Nam, can bo va dong bao cac dan tpc Huong Hoa voi 
dpi quan chinh quy, hien dai My, ma ket qua la My phai chju 
thua, rut chay hon loan khoi Khe Sanh, lam cho “ca the gibi 
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in Khe Sanh was an extraordinary challenge of the 
determination, aptitude and strength of Vietnamese people’s 
army, people and cadres of ethnic people groups of Huong 
Hoa district in the war against the American regular and 
modem armed forces and finally it resulted in a failure and 
in a disordered abandonment of American from Khe Sanh. 
It brought “the world to witness a legendary story” and 
contributed remarkably to our strategic victory in 1968. The 
fight in Khe Sanh of our people and army was “the unique 
one symbolising strong and forward strength and tendency 
of south Vietnamese revolution” (Editorial of Nhan Dan 
newspapers, issued on June 27,1968). 

Victory of the general offensive and uprising in 
the whole south of Vietnam together with the victory of 
highway 9 - Khe Sanh battles had failed “localization war” 
strategy and deeply shaken the will of invasion of American. 
It forced them to deescalate the war, stop bombing the north, 
accept for negotiation talks in Paris and create a tumjng point 
in the American resistance war. General Westmoreland had 
to grievously confessed that: “They won the aim to force the 
American side to deescalate the war alone, stop bombing, 
suspend reinforcements, ruin a strong and quick blow 
strategy and during this process they forced the American 
to the negotiation talks”. The impact of Khe Sanh victory 
was big and “the American’s prestige was lost. At last the 
American had lost their face”. 

With the victory in highway 9 - Khe Sanh front, our 
people and army made an extraordinary story to defeat the 
crack and modem encamped forces which was much bigger 
than us many times. It showed our great strength, talent and 
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nhur chung kien mot cau chuyen than ky”, gop phan thang lgi 
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co y nghTa chien luge cua ta trong nam 1968. Cuoc chien dau 
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cua chien si va dong bao ta d Khe Sanh la “cuoc chien dau co 
mot khong hai, tuqrng tnmg cho the manh, lire manh cua each 
mang mien Nam dang xoc tdi” (Xa luan bao Nhan dan, so ra 
ngay 27-6-1968). 
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Thang lgi cua cuoc Tong tan cong va noi day Tet Mau 
Than 1968 tren toan mien Nam, cung vai thang lgi cua cuoc 

F f / 

chien dau b Mat tran Duong 9 - Khe Sanh lam pha san chien 

r 

luge “Chien tranh cue bo”, lam lung lay y chi xam luge cua 
My, buoc chung phai xuong thang chien tranh, cham dirt danh 

\ r w \ 

pha mien Bac, chap nhan ngoi vao ban dam phan voi ta b 
Paris, tao ra buoc ngoat co y nghta quan trong trong viec 
quyet djnh cua cuoc khang chien chong My ciru nude. Tudng 
Oet-mo-len da phai ngam ngui thu nhan: “Hp da dat dugc 

W 

muc tieu lam cho phia My phai don phuong xuong thang, 
ngirng nem bom, dinh chi viec tang quan va lam hong mot 
chien luge danh manh va trong qua trinh do lam cho nguoi 
My phai den ban hoi nghj”. Tac dong cua chien thang Khe 
Sanh rat lcrn, lam cho “Uy tin nude My suy sup. My rot cuoc 
bi mat the dien”. 


Vdi thang lgi d M5t tran Duong 9 - Khe Sanh, quan va 
dan ta da lam nen mot su tich phi thudng do la danh bai mot 
luc lugng don tru tinh nhue, hien dai dong hem minh gap nhieu 
lan, dieu do chung to sue manh, tai nghe va y chi cua quan va 
dan ta la vo dich. Chu tich Ho Chi Minh dd danh gia: “Cuoc 
thang lgi cua ta d Khe Sanh to r6 muu luge va sure manh vo 
dich cua quan, dan va can bg ta, no gdp phan xung dang vao 
thang lgi to ldn cua mien Nam tir dau xuan den nay”. Chien 
thang nay chung minh thanh cong xuat sdc ve chi dao chien 
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determination. Ho Chi Minh President evaluated “Our 
vietory in Khe Sanh showed champion strategy and strength 
of our people, offices and cadres, it greatly contributed to the 
big victory of the South from the beginning of the spring up 
to now”. The victory proved excellent success of correct and 
innovative strategic instructions of the party in mind and 
resources encounter with the American in the war of which 
aptitude and strategy of Vietnam turned to be dominant and it 
was the first cause of the victory. The victory also proved the 
bravery, intelligence, readiness for sacrifice and difficulties, 
proud devotion for great resistance war of the party, 
administration, people and army of Quang Tri province in 
general and Huong Hoa district in particular. It marked a new 
development in revolutionary struggle for country liberation, 
a valuable lesson for people and army of Quang Tri in 
strategic attack 1972 to liberate the entire Quang Tri province. 

KHE SANH - HUONG HOA TODAY 

The war passed 40 years ago, in the way of those 3 
decades, Huong Hoa district and Khe Sanh, in particular has 
ha.d lots of changes under the leadership of the party and 
government of Huong Hoa. The land that used to suffer from 
the terrible war of terribly dense bombs, shells and chemicals 
has revivified. The GDP of the district is 8,4 % (2009), one 
among districts having high growth rate in the province. 
Coming to Khe Sanh and Huong Hoa today, one can see the 
green of immense forest gardens, coffee plantation, 
pepper, mango, rice field, and emerging formation of a 
mountain town. 40 years ago, Ngo Kha, an active 
protestor in street demonstrations campaign in cities of the 
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luge dung dan sang tao cua Dang ta trong viec dau tri, dau 
lire vdi My trong cuoc chien tranh; trong do the hien noi bat 
tri tue, tai thao luge Viet Nam da vugt len tren doi phuong, 
la nguyen nhan hang dau cua thang lgi. Thang lgi nay con 
chung minh long qua cam, tri thong minh, dam chap nhan hy- 
sinh gian kho, su cong hien rat dang tu hao cho cuoc khang 
chien vT dai cua Dang bo, chinh quyen, quan dan tinh Quang 
Trj noi chung, cua Dang bo, chinh quyen, quan dan huyen 
Hucmg Hoa noi rieng. No danh dau bucrc phat trien mdi trong 
sir nghiep dau tranh each mang giai phong que huong, la bai 
hoc quy bau cho quan va dan Quang Trj trong cuoc tien cong 
chien luge nam 1972, giai phong hoan toan tinh Quang Tri. 

KHE SANH - HLONG HOA NGAY NAY 

“Tran chien khoc liet Duong 9 - Khe Sanh” da lui xa 
lion 40 nam, trong chang dubng 4 thap ky ay, Khe Sanh noi 
rieng va Huong Hoa noi chung dudi sir lanh dao cua Dang bo 
va chinh quyen huyen Huong Hoa da co nhieu doi thay. Tren 
manh dat mot thoi dien ra cuoc chien tranh tan khoc, day dac 
dan bom, chat doc hoa hpc cua My 
da hoi sinh. Toe do tang trudng nen 
kinh te (GDP) cua huyen da dat 8,4% 

(nam 2009), la mot trong nhung 
huyen co toe do tang trudng kinh te 
cao cua tinh Quang Tri. Bay gid den 
Khe Sanh Huong Hoa la bat gap 
mau xanh bat ngan cua vudn rung, 
vudn doi ca phe, tieu, xoai, ruQng lua 
va ca hinh hai cua mpt pho nui dang 

Mau xanh tren dat chet — Green from the dead land 
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south against American and South Vietnamese army’s 
operations in highway 9- Khe Sanh front already had a 
presentiment of: 

" We 'll see and obviously see 
A golden town on Lao Bao mountain 
A graceful town in Lang Vaypath "... 

(Peace epic) 

Nowadays, coming here, travelers can really see Khe Sanh 
mountain town of Huong Hoa district on the way of its 
development. Lao Bao township owns a commercial zone 
with tens of internal and external investment enterprises. 
Consumption products of high quality with a trademark 
“Made in Quang Tri” have been delivered to many regions in 
the country. From the ruins and devastation, from reeds of 
desolate mountain, many high storeyed buildings have 
emerged, the new town is full of light, and people from 
different comers come to cam a living here. All make “ this 
golden fruit Land” bustling and fresh. Spiritual and material 
lives of minority groups are improved. Highway 9 - Khe Sanh, 
an “unhappy road” of French and American in the past is 
upgraded to be inter-Asia way on the east-west economic 
corridor in the era of integration and development. Ethnic 
groups of Van Kieu, Pa Co, Kinh are now again shoulder by 
shoulder unifying to build a new life, and keeping security in 
border area in a light of friendship with Laos for a common 
wealth. The cultural values of Van Kieu and Pa Co people 
are always reserved and developed and it makes the community 
cultural life here more diverse and profound. Huong Hoa also 
has Ho Chi Minh highway running along Truong Son mountain 
range connecting Quang Binh, Khe Sanh township and 
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Khu thucmg mai Lao Bao - Lao Bao commercial zone 

9 9 9 

Bay gid du khach den day da thuc sir thay mot pho 
nui Khe Sanh huyen ly Hirdng Hoa dang tren dudng phat 
trien, mot thi tran Lao Bao co Khu thucmg mai vdi hang chuc 

9 \ 

doanh nghiep trong nude va nude ngoai tap nap dau tu vao 
day. Theo do nhieu san pham tieu dung chat lugng cao co 

9 \ 9 1 

nhan mac “Made in Quang Tri” da bat dau den vdi nhieu vung 
mien trong ca nude. Tir hoang tan do nat, tir lau say cua doi 
nui hoang vu nay da ngap tran anh dien, nhieu nha cao tang 
moc len, ngudi khap noi do ve lam an lam cho “mien dat c^ua 
vang” nay luc nao cung tap nap, ron ra, tuai vui. Ddi song vat 


hien ra. Hon bon much nam trude, Ngo Kha mot nha tha tranli 
dau trong long do thi mien Nam trong nhung ngay xuong 
dudng chong cac cuoc hanh quail cua My - nguy len chien 
tnrdng Dudng 9 - Khe Sanh da du cam: 

Ta se /hay va nhat tlinh thay 
A lot c!o thi rang tren doi Lao Bao 
Mot thi Iran yea kieu qua neo Lang Vay... 

(Truong ca Hoa binh) 
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Dakrong. Rao Quan hydroelectric work- a big resource in the 
beginning of inter Asian transition route with a capacity of 64 
MW was under construction in Khc Sanh. The project was 
started in 2003 with a total investment budget of 2,100 billion 
VND. At the beginning of 2008, the work was 
basically completed and provided an input of 1,5 million 
Kwh to the national grid, about 1,5 million Kwh on daily basis 
with an income of 1 to 1,5 billion VND. With a capacity of 
yearly continuous operation, Rao Quan hydroelectric project 
can satisfy the demand of production and living consumption 
in the whole province in 2010. This big project is located near 
historical relics of Ta Con airstrip and Dong Tri hill. From 
here, cool water current will also make rice fields in Quang 
Tri fresh and ecology, environment will also be improved 
accordingly, and life quality of people will be enhanced. 

Huong Iloa - Khe Sanh is a destination for travelers to 
see with many national vestiges like Lao Bao prison, Ta Con 
airstrip, and many others under investigation and restoration 
like Lang Vay base, Cu Boc and Dong Tri mountains. 

On the way of development, although still facing 
difficulties and challenges, Huong Hoa party and people 
arc determined to well fulfil the orientation, and tasks set up by 
the congress of all levels, they are determined to “build Huong 
Hoa being a model mountainous district” as the former 
general secretary Lc Duan wished when he visited the heroic 
Huong Hoa land. 
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chat va tinh than cua dong bao cac dan toe dupe cai thien. Con 
duong 9 - “con duong khong vui” mot thoi cua thuc dan Phap 

r w f 

va de quoc My nay da dupe nang cap de tro thanh con duong 

xuyen A tren hanh lang kinh te Dong - Tay trong thoi ky hoi 

% 

nhap va phat trien. Cac dan toe ngudi Van Kieu, Pa Co, Kinh 
anh em ngay trude da chung lung dau c$t nay l$i sat canh ben 
nhau doan ket xay dung cuoc song mdi, giu gin an ninh bien 
gidi trong tinh huu nghj voi nude ban Lao anh em, cung phan 
dau xay dung cho mot nen thinh vupng chung. Ban sac van 
hoa cac dan toe Van Kieu, Pa co luon dtrpc giu gin, phat huy, 
lam phong pln'i them ddi song van hoa cong dong cac dan toe 

t t S 

song tren dai dat nay. Huong Hoa con co duong mon Ho Chi 
Minh chay doc theo day Truong Son noi tinh Quang Binh voi 

r s t 

huyCm ly Kite Sanh, noi ve den Dakrong. 
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Nhan chin dan toe Pa Co, Van Kieu to chuc le ky niem 110 
nam ngay sinh Bac Ho va 54 nam cac dan toe nay dime 

mang ho Bac. 

Pa Co, Van Kieu ethnic people held the lW h anniversary of 
Uncle Ho and the 54 ,h one when they surnamed after him 
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Cong trinh thuy lgi, thuy dien Rao Quan, mot nguon 
lire lorn tren dau cau lien A dang dugc xay dung 6 Khe Sanh, 
vdi con;; snat dinh mure 64Mw (64.000Kw), dugc khdi cong 
xay dung vao nam 2003 vai tong so von dan tu len den hon 
2.100 ly dong. Den dan nam 2008, cong trinh da co ban hoan 
thanli va bo sung vao mang dien ludi quoc gia khoang 60 
trieu Kwh dien. Trung binh moi ngay cung cap 1,5 trieu Kwh 
dien, theo do thu ve cho Nha nude tir 1- 1,5 ty dong. Vai 

r \ 

cong suat nha may va hoat dong lien tuc trong nam, nguon 
thuy dien Rao Quan thira cung cap cho san xuat va sinh hoat 
tren toan dia ban tinh Quang Trj den nam 2010. Cong trinh 
km nay nam ben canh di tich San bay Ta Can va doi Dong 
Tri. TO day dong nuac mat cung se chay xuoi tam mat cho 
nhirng ccinh dong ctia dong bang Quang Tri, moi trucmg moi 
sinh liico do cung se tot hon, nang cao chat lirgng song cua 
con ngirai. 

Huang Hoa - Khe Sanh con la diem den cua du khach 

thap phuang vai nhirng di tich dugc xep hang quoc gia nhu 

* 

Nha til Lao Bao, San bay Ta Com. Ngoai ra, con co nhieu dja 
danh da va dang dugc khao sat, ton tao lai nhu Can cu Lang 
Vay, doi Cu Boc, doi Dong Tri... 

Tren buac duang di len, mac du chua het nhirng cam 
go thu th6ch nhung Dang bo va nhan dan Huong Hoa vln 
quyet tam thuc hien tot cac phuang hudng, nhiem vu ma Dai 
hoi cac cap da de ra, quyet tam “xay dung Huang Hoa thanh 
mot huyen kicu mau a mien nui” nhu lai can dan cua dong 
chi Tong Bi thu Lc Duan khi ve tham manh dat Hudng Hoa 
anh hung. 
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CHIEN THANG DTJ OTVG 9 - KHE SANH 1968 
HIGHWAY 9 - KHE SANH VICTORY 1968 
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